not to voluntary imitation or acceptance. Unlike imposition,
imitation or acceptance implies free choice by those who
imitate or accept He himself admits that " Things of an
alien civilization can be beneficial to the natives only when
these are rightly understood and sincerely desired by them
of their own free will But such is not at all possible where
there is any imposition or compulsion M1. He went on to
say, " If the imposition of an exotic civilization is so disastr-
ous to the primitive people, how much more would it be to
those who have already their own distinct and well-deve-
loped civilization ?" 2.

This is an entirely different proposition: free choice or
imposition* It has nothing to do with foreign or indigen-
ous character of culture-traits. Imposition from within may
be as unwelcome as imposition from without any culture-
group* Nazism was imposed both in Germany and in
France and was resented by some in both. Elwin himself
records that the " Indian aboriginal is all too ready to
respond to the slightest hint that he should abandon his old
culture and interests" and this he considered was "unfortu-
nate"* Elwin would consider foreign culture injurious to the
aborigines even if it was not imposed. Further, Dr. Hu Shih
says that western civilization was not imposed on China by a
foreign nation by force or conquest, not even by the
indigenous ruling class, as was the case in Japan. In China
Western civilization spread by what he calls "diffused
assimilation**, without the intervention of a "powerful ruling
class" or "centralised leadership in culture" as in Japan.4

The culture-area concept also needs to be modified-
Culture-area is not the geographical area of a culture-pattern*

1.   ROY, THE SPIRIT OF INDIAN CIVILIZATION, p. 14.

2*   IBID p. 14.

3.   Elwin,THEBAIGE,p.512

4.   Hu. Shih, THE CHINESE RENAISSANCE, p. 24-
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